
MINUTES: SPLD Test Evaluation Committee (STEC)   
 
Date and time  Monday 10th May 2010 
 
Place    7 Woburn Walk, London WC1H OJJ 
 
Present Hilary Dinham (HD) Sandra Hargreaves (SH), David McLoughlin 
(DM) (Chair), Julia Kender (JK), Janet Kruger (JKr), Janet Skinner (JS) 

 
DM welcomed Hilary Dinham to the meeting.   

 

1. Minutes of previous meeting  
The minutes were agreed as a true record of the previous meeting. 
 
2. Matters arising 
DM will talk to John Rack about whether he wishes to continue membership 
of the group.  It was decided not to ask additional members to the group but 
existing members would consult freely with professional colleagues. 
 
2. Dyspraxia assessment 
Further to the previous meeting, there was a discussion about dyspraxia 
assessment and appropriate tools to use. 
Work is on progress on the dyspraxia assessment paper. JK reported that she 
and JS had met with Geraldine Price and discussed the dyspraxia paper.  A 
number of other professionals had been consulted.    JK/JS and Geraldine 
Price will take this to the ADSHE networking day in June. 
 
There was a further discussion about dyspraxia and HD showed the group 
checklists provided by DANDA.  DM had been in discussion with Amanda 
Kirby who had provided some information and a flow chart about 
assessment of dyspraxia.  It was noted that the DASH 17+ which was a 
suggested test is not yet available.  JK/JS will include this information in the 
paper. 
 
HD commented on the working party’s definition of dyspraxia and suggested 
that she would write a paragraph about ‘what criteria assessors should be 
looking at when considering whether a person has dyspraxia’. 
 
3. Automated working memory assessment (AWMA) and other tests 
DM reported that he had evaluated the AWMA test and considered that it was 
more appropriate post-diagnosis but that this was a personal opinion.  The 
group agreed that it was very long if used in a diagnostic assessment but 
that this should be individual decision and that it should be put on the list of 
tests, with comments about the length. The group discussed the fact that it 
is computer-based thus lacking the valuable interaction between assessor 
and person being assessed. The group agreed that this interaction was 
important as it showed how students tackle memory task.  It was noted that 
the AWMA was currently being updated. It was agreed that a comment 
should be added to the website list to the effect that it should also be noted 
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that it is more difficult to integrate a computer based assessment test into a 
full assessment. 
 
There was a discussion about the British Ability Scales which is not currently 
on the list.  It was agreed that it should be put on the list together with a 
statement to the effect that it would be expected that the assessment is 
carried out post 16. 
 
It was noted that the WAIS4 is now available but that are currently no reviews 
available.  It was agreed that this should be added to the list but that it was 
appropriate that the WAIS3 still remains at this stage. 
ACTION: DM to provide information for JKr to include when adding to the 
test list. 
 
There was a long discussion about top-up assessments and it was agreed 
that this needed to be clarified. The group had a range of views about the 
age at which top-up assessments should be necessary – opinions ranged 
from 13+ to 16+. There was discussion about whether assessments at GCSE 
level, starting in Year 9 would be acceptable. No conclusions were reached 
 
HD expressed the view that the guidance on the first page of the ‘Suitable 
Tests’ was confusing and felt that diagnostic assessment needed to be 
clarified.   
 
ACTION: all team members to consider a form of wording to be put on the 
website to update the current information.  JS to co-ordinate. 
 
5. Dyscalculia 
There was a discussion about the information kindly sent to the group by 
Clare Trott.  It was decided that this would be summarised to be put on the 
PATOSS website.   
ACTION: JS to draft this and send to the group. 
 
6. Any other business 
 
7. Date of next meeting 
1st November 2010   1p.m. 
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